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Service: Love in the Time of Corona
Rev. Munro Sickafoose
Service delivered online via Zoom
Women’s Group online via Zoom, 4p.m.
Sharing Circle: Resurrecting
the Human Spirit Through Authentic
Relating
Service: Oracles of Concord
Rev. Gary Kowalski
Service delivered online via Zoom
Sharing Circle: Spring

Because of the coronavirus, the Unitarian Congregation of Taos has suspended services
and sharing circles for an indefinite length of time. We will experiment with meeting online for
abbreviated services beginning on April 5.

On My Mind
The Rev. Gary Kowalski
Some might call them puddles or muddy places,
but my daughter calls them vernal pools. She’s the
conservation officer for a small town in Massachusetts, tasked with managing wetlands and keeping
them healthy. Vernal pools, as the name suggests,
appear mostly in the spring with the snowmelt,
then dry up and disappear with the heat of
summer. But they are the crucial breeding ground
for toads, frogs, salamanders, fairy shrimp, and
other crustaceans. They are incubators.
Here in New Mexico, over 90 percent of our
ponds, potholes, streams, and arroyos, pozos, and
cienegas, are intermittent rather than year round,
and they too offer homes to diminutive creatures
that in turn offer sustenance for waterfowl, snakes,
rodents and other animals higher up the food chain,
including humans. These ephemeral flows may
appear in late summer with the monsoons, or at
other seasons, rather in the springtime. But they
are the essential waters of life in the desert.
The life in me is also intermittent. I have long dry
spells and arid stretches. Tedium rules. But I too
have vernal pools, transient hours when I’m again
in the flow. Vitality and joie de vivre return, at least
long enough to rejuvenate and put blood into the
dry bones.
Maybe it’s too much to expect to be happy all the
time. Joy, like a puddle, is short-lived. But the
surface of even the smallest pond can also reflect
the sun, moon and stars, the whole vast blue sky.
“Praised be You,” St. Francis wrote, “through
Sister Water, which is very useful and humble and
precious and chaste.”
Praise indeed. Whether it’s a trickle or a torrent,
a dribble or a deluge, drink up with gratitude.
– Gary

Seeking Frogs for My Pond
Help! I’d like your ideas and input for upcoming
sermons. While I can’t guarantee that I’ll speak to
your favorite topic, your suggestions help stir my
own creative process. Please email me at
gary.kowalski@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing what’s on your mind, religiously! – Gary
Sunday, April 5
Love in the Time of Corona
The Rev. Munro Sickafoose
We will have an experimental online service this
morning on the Zoom platform. The service will
begin—as usual—at 11 a.m., however to work out
technical aspects, please arrive as early as 10:15
a.m.
See the weekly email for the invitation link.
Sunday, April 19
Oracles of Concord
The Rev. Gary Kowalski
On this day in 1775 a battalion of ragtag farmers
fought back the best trained army in the world to
launch a still unfinished American revolution. Our
co-minister Gary Kowalski introduces us to the cast
of Unitarians who were on the front lines of the
skirmish at Lexington Concord and beyond. Please
join us online for a Zoom forum on the personalities
and principles that make this a special celebration of
freedom.
The service will begin—as usual—at 11 a.m.,
however to work out technical aspects, please arrive
as early as 10:15 a.m.
See the weekly email for the invitation link.

*Sharing circles will be held via email. If you would like to participate, email Jeanine Borree jborree@camano.net .

SPECIAL SHARING CIRCLES*
April 12, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Resurrecting the Human Spirit
Through Authentic Relating
As social beings, interpersonal interaction is at
the core of our human experience. From the time of
gestation through childhood and adulthood, up to
the time of death, we experience varying degrees of
human connection. With the fluctuation of this
essential ingredient throughout a person’s life,
however, it is not uncommon to experience an
emptiness, even when there is an abundance of
opportunity for interpersonal sharing. This is often
a result of the quality of interaction, which
determines the quality of connection. On Easter
Sunday, we will be exploring human connection as
we Resurrect the Human Spirit Through Authentic
Relating. Rima Reneé Ralff will give a presentation
on the topic and guide us through some practices
that serve to cultivate authenticity and enhance
and enliven connection to self and other.

UCOT Women’s Group, April 9
Credit goes to Marsha Fawns for coming up with
the term Boomer Zoomers. It’s pretty much who we
are and what we’ve become in this age of physical
distancing. The Women’s Group will give Zoom a
try on Thursday, April 9, from 4 o’clock to 4:40—or
later, if people wish to stay longer. I’ll be the
meeting host (Barbara Scott) and will stay long
enough to get everyone settled into the meeting
and to provide instructions to beginners. Plan to
get there at 3:30 if you’ve never been on a Zoom
call. Otherwise, you can start entering any time
after 3:30. Click here for the meeting’s
discussion topics.

UCOT Men’s Group, April 15
The UU Men’s Group is postponed until further
notice.

April 26, Spring
Spring! The very word conjures up mental
images of crocuses and tulips pushing their leaves
above ground; birds returning to their nesting
grounds to start their new families. The days are
getting longer and the sunshine feels warmer as we
look ahead to the summer solstice. A restlessness
grows within—it’s time for spring cleaning!
On April 26 our Circle topic will be Spring. Bring
your stories, poems, paintings and photographs to
share as we celebrate the end of winter!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
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Sid Bender
Marianne Furedi
Bette Myerson

*Sharing circles will be held via email. If you would like to participate, email Jeanine Borree jborree@camano.net .

