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Since the fall of 2023, I've had the honor of
serving as a spiritual care counselor for a group
called Faith Aloud (a part of All Options). Twice a
month, [ answer phone calls from people who are
struggling with some aspect of their reproductive
lives. Often, the caller is trying to decide what to do
about an unplanned pregnancy. Other callers have
had an abortion and are experiencing a sense of loss
or conflict. (We don’t hear from those who are happy
with their decisions.)

We offer a loving presence to people who are
caught between the realities of their lives (which
may include unsupportive partners, health concerns,
financial challenges, and the need to care for their
existing children), their wishes, and the fears that
have been instilled in them by their religion or by the
larger society (“God will never forgive me,” “I'm a
terrible person,” etc.). There are many times when |
want to crawl through the phone, shake the caller
gently, and say, “How could you think that?!” But it's
not my job to convince the other person of my
theology or political beliefs. It's simply to be present,
to offer resources when asked or needed, to listen
with love, and to remind them of their inner wisdom
and inherent worth.

Often, the caller explains that she has no one to
talk with about her concerns. The topic of abortion,
in particular, is so taboo, so laden with judgment,
that many individuals are left making life-altering
decisions and then holding the attendant emotions or
spiritual struggles entirely on their own. This is
where the kindness of a stranger becomes so
important. I'm so often reminded of this quote of
unknown origin: “Be kind. For everyone you meet is
fighting a hard battle.”
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Sun., Aug. 3 Service: Where Is God? Rev. Diana Davies
Sun., Aug. 10 Sharing Circle: Moving

Sun., Aug. 17 Service: 4 Fiery Love, Rev. Diana Davies
Tue., Aug. 19 UCOT Women’s Lunch, 12:15 p.m., Martyrs
Wed., Aug. 20UCOT Men’s Group, 4:00 p.m.

Sun., Aug. 24 Sharing Circle: Open Topic

Thu., Aug. 28 UCOT Book Group, 10:30 a.m., SOMOS
Sun., Aug. 31 5th Sunday: Conversations on Conservation

Where Is God?
Rev. Diana Davies
Sunday, August 3,11 a.m.

The Holocaust provoked a profound
theological dilemma for many Jews and reli-
gious scholars. How could a powerful and
loving God allow such an unspeakable tragedy
to happen? Answers ranged from “God is dead”
to “God was in each act of human courage.”
Today, with each climate-change-driven disas-
ter, each act of hate, many of us wonder, “Where
is God (Goddess/Love/Mystery) in all of this?”
How might we answer this question now?

A Fiery Love
Rev. Diana Davies
Sunday, August 17,11 a.m.

Unitarian Horace Mann once wrote that
teaching is the “most difficult of all the arts,”
but could he have envisioned the situation that
educators find themselves in today? Because
today, teaching isn’t only one of the most diffi-
cult vocations, it’s also dangerous. It requires
courage and it requires passion. This Sunday, as
many go back to school, we honor the teachers,
librarians, and other educational professionals
who are driven by a fiery love, for their students
and for learning.

Fifth Sunday
Conversations on Conservation
Sunday, August 31,11 a.m.

The Fifth-Sunday program for August will
feature a discussion between prolific writers
and long-time New Mexico conservationists
William deBuys and Charles Curtin. This will be
a rare opportunity to learn about their experi-
ences and thinking in an era of social and
environmental challenges.

William deBuys and Charles Curtin share a
deep history with and respect for local cultures
and lifeways. To become acquainted with them

(Cont’d next page)


https://www.faithaloud.org/
https://www.all-options.org/

{Cont’d from p.1}

before the program the following pieces are en-
lightening: William deBuys, author page (2025)
https://williamdebuys.com/about-william-debuys/
and Charles G. Curtin, author page (2025)
http://charlescurtin.com/.

The authors have proposed that the conver-
sation (not formal presentations) be in a large
circle with initial questions posed by moderators
Julian Spalding and Gael Minton. Below are deBuys’
and Curtin’s most recent and forthcoming books:

CHARLES G. CURTIN
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THE POWER OF REGENERATIVE THINKING
IN THE FACE OF CRISIS
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UCOT Women'’s Lunch
August 19, 12:15 p.m.
(Third Tuesday Monthly)
Martyrs Steakhouse
RSVP here

We will meet at Martyrs on Tuesday August 19
at 12:15 p.m,, in their separate meeting space at the
rear of the property, to enjoy a meal and
conversation with UCOT women members and
their friends.

Join us as we enjoy delicious food and the
company of amazing women. RSVP by Monday,
August 18, to Diza Sauers, dizas65@gmail.com.

UCOT Men’s Group
August 20, 4:00 p.m.
(Third Wednesday Monthly)

The UCOT Men'’s Group will meet in person on
Wednesday, August 20, at 4 p.m. Contact Chuck
Fawns at charles.fawns@gmail.com for this
month’s location.

SHARING CIRCLES

Moving: Joy, Ambivalence or Depression?
August 10,11 a.m.

Moving is one of those life-changing
experiences, like getting married, having a baby,
losing a loved one. I've had many of these changes:
getting married - twice. The first was a roller
coaster of a ride; the second - every day is a joy.
Back in the '70s, I had my three babies. And I'd just
lost my sister-in-law and best friend. [ have moved
15 times since I was 22, and five of those times
since I've been with David. Most of the moves were
ambivalent. But the move to Taos was joyful -every
bit of the process. This next move will be a little of
each for me. I'm joyful about living near my family.
Three of the 10 grandchildren still live at home, but
the other seven come home quite often. 'm ambiv-
alent about packing and downsizing, but I'm
depressed about leaving the place I've most loved
living. The place where I found myself doing things
that gave me joy.

What have been your moving experiences? Did
you have a place where you were sad or glad to be
leaving? Did you have a good experience during a
move? Did you move out of necessity? Do you think
you’ll ever move again or have you found home?

Join our Sharing Circle on August 10 and tell us
about your moving experiences.

— Mimi Owensby

Open Topic Sharing Circle
August 24,11 a.m.

Passing a virtual “talking stick,” each person can
speak in turn, sharing whatever is in their hearts
or on their minds in the moment.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

4 Mary McPhail Gray
8 Wally Cox

14 Sally Savage

22 Mya Coursey
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UCOT Book Group
August 28, 10:30 a.m., SOMOS
(Fourth Thursday Monthly)

The UCOT Book Group is open to all readers
and their friends. Bring $1 to contribute to SOMOS,
which allows us to use their space.

In August, we will read James, by Percival
Everett (2024).

Truly extraordinary books are rare,
and this is one of them'

Percival

Everett

JAMES

"Pure brillionce’ ‘Incandescent’

Thrilling’

The recipient of the 2025 Pulitzer Prize
for Fiction, James has been deemed a brilliant
reimagining of Mark Twain’s Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn - both harrowing and ferociously
funny - told from the enslaved Jim’s point of view.

Please join us for the conversation.

You can find the complete 2025 Book List
at the following link: 2025 Book List.

Blessings By and For Our Congregation

On June 15, we celebrated the 20th anniver-
sary of the Unitarian Congregation of Taos.

We remembered people and events from the
congregation’s history and we envisioned what the
future might hold. Part of this envisioning included
creating a tapestry of blessings for those who will
one day make UCOT their spiritual home.

Here are the blessings we wrote and wove

into our tapestry:

You are not alone

May UCOT continue to provide a home for those of
open minds

Be blessed in sacred community.

May you walk in love, grace and peace! Om shanti,
shanti, shanti...

May all find peace, love, connection, and shared
values. May all feel they belong. May all feel welcome
and cared for. May all be free. Free to love, free to
worship, free to be who they are meant to be.

May the peace and love of all be with us always.

May we be healthy in mind, spirit, and body.

May we uplift each other, past, present, and future,
as one on Mother Earth's breath and God's
unconditional love.

Bless the Unitarian Congregation of Taos to prosper
in their love of community and support of people in
need; and a collection be gathered for Chuck Fawns to
buy a new shirt. [Note: this latter part is a joke! You had
to be there to understand. :-)]

May UCOT endure through changes and challenges.

Blessings for my friends and church community.
May your lives be joyous and full of grace.

For all those with a loving heart and a desire for
equality - this is your place!

May you find your own peace and home in this
congregation and extend its power throughout our
community.

May our UU community continue to grow with joy
and hope in our hearts.

[ like the values expressed and they speak to me.
am grateful to meet those who share those values.

Come for the spiritual hospitality.

A blessing for UCOT. May this community be filled
with joy and compassion for all needs in our group and
beyond.

May all be blessed with peace, love, happiness.

We bless the people of this community who unite in
the spirit of love and justice for all and have welcomed
us to Taos.

Welcome to your community!

Blessings to us all for a long, healthy, happy time
together. Long may we wave!

May the shared values of Unitarian universalism
continue to bind this congregation - one heart to
another- through our care and our love for humanity.

Many blessings to UCOT -- continue in welcoming
ALL. Work toward justice and peace. May your hearts
and love reach out to the church, community, our
country, and the world.

Blessings to this Taos Unitarian Congregation - all
of its members and those healing or being tested. Love,
peace, and thoughts for our future humanity and
democracy!

Just do the best we can!
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