
 

 

 

 

  

Right Now, It’s Like This 
Rev. Diana Davies 

If you ask me about my family, I will, of course, 
tell you all about my husband Jim, my stepsons, my 
siblings’ families, my in-laws, my stepfather, AND, in 
the same breath, our greyhounds, Rua and Noche. As 
far as that goes, I can’t imagine “my family” without 
at least one dog in it. 

Of course, loving a non-human animal inevitably 
involves grief, because their lives are, as a rule, so 
much shorter than ours. Last May, we had to euth-
anize our beloved greyhound Bran. That was after 
several weeks of slow decline, so at least we felt 
relatively prepared for our loss. It had been a differ-
ent story several years before, when our whippet 
Nigel (named after the character Nigel Tufnel, from 
the movie Spinal Tap, although he was much smarter 
than his namesake) suddenly developed a blood 
disease that could have caused him a great deal of 
pain at any time. This meant that we had to make  
a very quick decision. I really could’ve used the 
support of a chaplain in making that hard call. 

That memory stuck with me, which is why I 
decided to pursue ordination as an animal chaplain. 
(I finished the program last June.) Like any chaplain, 
an animal chaplain offers pastoral care outside the 
confines of a congregation. But we expand our focus 
beyond human beings, to all beings. This might 
include offering a prayer and a moment of dignity for 
an animal who’s been killed on the road, memorial-
izing the passing of a companion animal, or blessing 
the animals who, in turn, bless our lives daily. 

Not a day goes by when I don’t experience deep 
gratitude for the animals in my life, which is why I 
find the Animal Blessing to be such a meaningful and 
important ritual. 

Blessing of the Animals 
Rev. Diana Davies 

Sunday, October 5, 11 a.m. 

We honor the animals who have blessed 
our lives, including the animals who currently 
live in (and around) our homes and those who 
have passed away. We will also honor wild 
creatures and all the other nameless ones.  

Please do not bring your animal friends 
to this service. Instead, all are invited to 
bring something that represents them: a 
photo, a drawing, a collar, a favorite 
squeaky toy, etc. 

 

Wilderness Mysticism 
Guest Speaker Stephen K. Hatch 

Sunday, October 19, 11 a.m. 
Our guest speaker, Stephen K. Hatch, is a 

contemplative practitioner, photographer, and 
writer. He taught for over a decade in the Reli-
gious Studies Department at Naropa University, 
where he specialized in Christian Mysticism. In 
the 1980s, he trained with Thomas Keating and 
then worked for several years with Contempla-
tive Outreach, the organization Keating estab-
lished to teach centering prayer. Stephen now 
lives in Taos. 

 

See page 4 of this 
newsletter to get to know 

our newest members! 
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Sun., Oct. 5 Service: Blessing of the Animals,  

Rev. Diana Davies 

Sun., Oct. 12 Sharing Circle: When Things Break 

Wed., Oct. 15 UCOT Men’s Group, 4:00 p.m. 

Sun., Oct. 19 Service: Wilderness Mysticism,  

Guest Speaker Stephen K. Hatch 

Tue., Oct. 21 UCOT Women’s Lunch, 12:15 p.m., Martyrs 

Thu., Oct. 23  UCOT Book Group, 10:30 a.m., SOMOS  

Sun., Oct. 26 Sharing Circle: Open Topic 

 

https://youtu.be/QJzJCjzfEEk?si=3hfFDMAsj7D9Yg15
https://www.compassionconsortium.org/act
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UCOT Men’s Group 
October 15, 4:00 p.m. 

(Third Wednesday Monthly) 

The UCOT Men’s Group will meet in person on 
Wednesday, October 15, at 4 p.m. Contact Chuck 
Fawns for this month’s location. 

 

UCOT Women’s Lunch 
October 21, 12:00 p.m. 

(Third Tuesday Monthly) 
Martyr’s Restaurant 

RSVP here 

We will meet at Martyrs on Tuesday October 
21 at 12:00 p.m., in their separate meeting space at 
the rear of the property, to enjoy a meal and 
conversation with UCOT women members and 
their friends. 

Join us as we enjoy delicious food and the 
company of amazing women. RSVP by Monday, 
October 20, to Diza Sauers. 

 

Lay Leaders Needed for  
Sunday Services 

Recently the Congregation has lost several lay 
leaders for various reasons. The role of the lay 
leader is an important ingredient in our services. 
They assist with an introduction, make necessary 
announcements and assist Rev. Diana Davies as the 
service progresses. 

At this point the Congregation will need to fill 
16-20 open Sundays for lay leaders for 2026. 

If you are interested, please contact either 
Mary McPhail Gray or Bob Aubrecht for more 
information. 

 
Carry UCOT Banner on October 18 

We are looking for at least two people who 
plan to attend the Saturday, Oct. 18, protest to take 
the UCOT banner. This is one of many forms of 
outreach we are putting in place to connect with 
our broader community. Contact Don Zablosky 
with your interest.  

S H A R I N G  C I R C L E S  
When Things Break 

October 12, 11 a.m. 

Kintsugi philosophy teaches us that when 
things break, we embrace where they are broken 
and transform the wound to something more 
beautiful. This ancient practice fuses gold into 
the cracks of pottery (golden joinery) to high-
light the cracks instead of hiding them. It is an 
invitation to value brokenness, to repair with 
care, and to see beauty and wisdom in difficult 
experiences. 

In this circle we will address embracing our 
own imperfection: How have we filled a wound 
with gold and transformed it into something we 
honor? Our wounds, whether physical, emotion-
al, or societal — can be transformed into marks of 
strength. Where do we need to grow beauty? 
How have you transformed something broken 
into something worth remembering? 

Kintsugi reminds us that much like a pot 
repaired with gold, a life or community that has 
experienced hardship and chosen to heal can 
become stronger and more beautiful in its 
uniqueness. Join us as we contemplate how to  
fill our cracks with gold. 

Open Topic Sharing Circle 
October 26, 11 a.m. 

Passing a virtual “talking stick,” each person 
can speak in turn, sharing whatever is in their 
hearts or on their minds in the moment. 

 

 
O C T O B E R  B I R T H D A Y S  

 4 Gael Minton 
 16  Jim Kelly 

 23 Steven Critcher 
 26 Dianne Frost 
 27 Michael Burney 
 31 Marsha Fawns 

http://charles.fawns@gmail.com/
http://charles.fawns@gmail.com/
mailto:dizas65@gmail.com?subject=UCOT%20Women's%20Lunch
http://dizas65@gmail.com/
mailto:mcphailconsulting@gmail.com?subject=Lay%20Leaders
mailto:aubrecht@taosnet.com?subject=Lay%20Leaders
mailto:don@donzablosky.com
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UCOT Book Group  
October 23, 10:30 a.m., SOMOS 

(Fourth Thursday Monthly) 

The UCOT Book Group is open to all readers 
and their friends. Bring $1 to contribute to SOMOS, 
which allows us to use their space. 

In October, we will be reading and discussing 
the winner of the 2024 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction – 
Night Watch by Jayne Anne Phillips. 

 

 
 

In 1874, in the wake of the War, erasure, 
trauma, and namelessness haunt civilians and 
veterans, renegades and wanderers, freedmen and 
runaways. Twelve-year-old ConaLee, the adult in 
her family for as long as she can remember, finds 
herself on a buckboard journey with her mother, 
Eliza, who hasn’t spoken in more than a year. They 
arrive at the Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum in 
West Virginia, delivered to the hospital’s entrance 
by a war veteran who has forced himself into their 
world. There, far from family, a beloved neighbor, 
and the mountain home they knew, they try to 
reclaim their lives. 

Epic, enthralling, and meticulously crafted, 
Night Watch is a brilliant portrait of family 
endurance against all odds, and a stunning 
chronicle of surviving war and its aftermath. 

Please join us for the conversation. 
You can find the complete 2025 Book List 

at the following link: 2025 Book List. 

Treasurer’s Brief 
Be Scott 

This new monthly column, “The Treasurer’s 
Brief,” is intended to give you a glimpse of our 
congregation’s financial footing each month. It 
will always be two months behind, because the 
Treasurer’s Report is presented to the Board on 
the third Saturday of each month to report on the 
previous month. So this month, will be July’s 
figures. 

From January 1 through July 2025, we 
received $24,136 of the promised $39,000 in 
pledges. Also, we received $3,581 of the 
budgeted $5,000 in plate collections, which may 
help us make up for a tiny bit of shortfall in 
pledges due to people moving or decreasing their 
pledges because of economic uncertainty.  

Thanks to the generosity of all of you, even 
some who are not members, we were, in addition 
to monies Bette raised on her own, able to raise 
enough to pay for Mimi’s oxygen tank and only 
had to tap into the President’s Fund to Help 
Members in Need for $135. Thanks to all who 
donated for your generosity. 

Also, just FYI, our rent went up by $100 a 
month in May. We needed more storage space, 
and the Masons gave it to us. We had long out-
grown the closet, so we finally have lots of con-
venient spots for signs, coffee supplies, etc. 

Thank you to all who have honored or who 
continue to honor your pledges. If you’re a new 
member and have not yet pledged, let me know 
how much you would feel comfortable donating 
to support our work.  

 

 
 

UCOT Resources Available Upon Request 

For an updated UCOT members & friends 
directory or a copy of the Treasurer’s Report, 
contact Be Scott. And if you’d be interested in 
attending a Board meeting, members are always 
welcome. Contact Julian Spalding for an agenda, 
which includes the Zoom link. 

 
(over) 

https://uutaos.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-UCOT-BOOK-GROUP-2025-Book-List.pdf
mailto:finaleyes@icloud.com
http://julianspalding1@mac.com/
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L E A D E R S H I P  
A Note from Be Scott, Membership Chair 

Get to Know Our Fascinating New Members! 
Since 2025, nine people have signed the book to 
become members of the Unitarian Congregation of 
Taos. Two others became members late in 2024 but 
have not yet been acknowledged by all. Below is a brief 
introduction to all those who replied with their bio. I 
can personally vouch for each one as well worth know-
ing. Please make an effort to become acquainted with 
them. This is what makes and keeps our congregation 
vibrant. 

Steven Critcher was born and raised at Quincy Point, 
Mass. A restaurant veteran, he now loves cooking for 
family and friends. He is an aspirational bluesman and 
poet who enjoys music, travel, philosophy, and cloud 
spotting.  

Catherine & Jim Kelly 
After 38 years in Nashville, Tenn., Catherine and Jim 
made the decision to move closer to their two sons and 
their families, one in Wilmington, N.C., and one here in 
Taos. They are currently in their second year of this 
two-residences lifestyle, spending May through October 
in Taos and November through April in Wilmington. 

Jim grew up in Houston, Texas, graduated from 
Baylor University (1971), and then went on to the 
University of Tennessee for a Master’s in Social Work. 
After starting out in residential care for adolescents, he 
then spent most of his professional career as an LCSW 
in private practice as a psychotherapist. 

Catherine grew up in Beirut, Lebanon, where her 
parents served as missionaries, and lived there until 
high-school graduation, in 1968. She double majored in 
History and English at Houston Baptist University with 
secondary education certification (1970) then went on 
to the University of Texas, Austin, for a Master’s in 
History. She taught middle-school social studies and 
high-school geography for 30 years. 

Brian Lewis: I love to talk and I love to learn new 
things. As a former highly successful athlete, I now  
only play golf and tinker with vintage Volkswagens as  
a hobby. Still trying to make my way in the world to 
leave it with enlightenment. Married to Yvonne for 32 
years this October after 17 years of dating. I hold these 
truths to be self-evident, or not. I rescue dogs that need 
a home. Right now we have six. No children, only the 
four-legged variety.  

Janay Mallon 
Janay´ Morgan Mallon is a multidisciplinary artist, 
author, and classically trained lyric coloratura soprano. 
Her creative journey began with a haiku published 
nationally in middle school and evolved into a lifelong 
pursuit of voice, story, and spirit. A graduate of Rowan 
University with dual B.A. degrees in Music Education 
and Voice, she’s performed everywhere from the 
Loretta Chapel in Santa Fe to immersive, suspended art  
 

installations. After the 2024 death of her husband  
and creative partner, artist Gagoghs (VonPat), Janay 
transmuted her grief into art. Over the course of ten 
months, she has produced eight separate independent 
publications. Her latest works include her memoir 
and unique examination of grief, A Widow’s Journey: 
Thriving After Jumper’s Teeth, and Ash & Alchemy. 
They both serve as raw, lyrical explorations of love, 
loss, and spiritual transformation. 

Brigid Meier moved to Taos 30 years ago to paint 
and write and to form a permaculture institute and 
work in sustainable development. In 1998 she met 
her partner and future husband, the late Fred Fair, 
and together they built the first LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Ecological Design) residential project in 
New Mexico.  For over a decade Brigid raised goats, 
primarily Spotted Nubians and Oberhaslis, but she 
has downsized and now keeps a small flock of three 
hens and a colony of Top Bar honeybees. Her signifi-
cant other is currently a large white livestock guardi-
an dog, a Maremma named Oso, while Badcat, a can-
tankerous rescue from the animal shelter, is her 
familiar. 

Martha Morgan 

James Radnor: Hello everyone, my name is James 
Radnor. I am a long time UU having helped found a 
UU congregation in Western Pennsylvania over 
twenty years ago. I recently moved to Taos, and am 
putting down roots and making connections to feel a 
part of the community. I have a passion for riding 
motorcycles, gardening, hiking, cooking and reading. 
Travel and adventure are a big part of my life, and I 
look forward to exploring my new home in the Land 
of Enchantment. 

Diza Sauers: I consider myself a citizen of the world, 
having lived, visited, and worked on every continent 
(with the exception of the two poles). When as a little 
girl I was told I couldn’t be Picasso because the job 
was taken and he was a man, that was all I needed to 
jumpstart my desire to pursue as many interesting 
avenues as I could. I am a big fan of saying YES to 
opportunities as they surface.  

My areas of expertise (if we can call them that) 
reside in the nexus of human communication, lead-
ership development, and business strategy. I am an 
avid gardener, a hobbyist painter, a dilettante piano 
player, a questionable alto who loves to sing, and a 
devoted culinarian. Basically, if there is a good time to 
be had, I'll be there. I am a deep believer in human 
connection and evolution wherever it can be fostered 
and found. 

Jennifer Stoner 

Don Zablosky: I came to Taos in 2024 after being a 
member with UU Dallas for 25 years. I’m glad to find 
such a welcoming community here.  


