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Julian of Norwich was a 14th-century English
mystic who lived through two terrible plagues. She
must have lost many, many loved ones. And yet,
Julian didn’t give in to despair. Instead, she wrote
what is believed to be the first book in English
written by a woman. She did this at a time when it
was expressly forbidden for anyone to write in
English on spiritual topics. Had others known what
she was doing, she could have been burned at the
stake.

Somehow, Julian’s book survived decades of
inquisition and book burnings and, today, many of us
know Julian through one sentence from that work:
“All will be well, and all will be well, and all manner
of things will be well.”

Julian wrote about a time that was so painful that
she wanted to die. But in a vision, she saw “a little
thing, about the size of a hazelnut, lying in the palm
of my hand.” She wondered, “What might this be?”
And the answer came to her: “It is all that is made.”

Here in the high desert, we don’t have a wealth
of hazelnuts, but we do have pifion nuts. As we head
into an especially stressful time, you might want to
collect one small nut and use it as a reminder that
even something incredibly small contains great
potential.

Soon, many of us will sit at tables resplendent
with good food, surrounded by family and friends
who bring us joy. But many of us will be lonely, and
many of us will be faced with conflict around the
table. I invite you to carry your little pifion nut with
you as a reminder that you, like it, are a child of the
universe, no less than the greatest trees, and that you
are held, always, in love. And all will be well, and all
will be well, and all manner of things will be well.

My colleague, UU minister Rev. Meg Barnhouse
wrote a lovely song about Julian of Norwich. I often
turn to it in hard times.

Sun., Nov. 2
Sun., Nov. 9
Sun., Nov. 16

Service: Day of the Dead, Marsha & Chuck Fawns
Sharing Circle: What Is Your Spiritual Life/Path?

Service: Giving More Than Thanks,
Rev. Diana Davies

Tue., Nov. 18 UCOT Women’s Lunch, 12:15 p.m., Martyrs
Wed., Nov. 19 UCOT Men’s Group, 4:00 p.m.

Thu., Nov. 20  UCOT Book Group, 10:30 a.m., SOMOS

Sun., Nov. 23 Sharing Circle: Open Topic

Sun., Nov 30  5th Sunday: Aspen Song Kids from Taos Pueblo

Day of the Dead
Marsha & Chuck Fawns
Sunday, November 2, 11 a.m.

Please join the Unitarian congregation for
this special traditional memorial service. In the
tradition of “The Day of the Dead,” we will set an
altar to honor those who have passed recently
or long ago. You are encouraged to bring photos
and objects that relate to those who were
special to you. Share stories, if you wish. The
Threshold Singers will provide music. This is a
joyous and poignant opportunity to celebrate in
community. Even if you have no one you wish to
honor, come and be supportive. We have lost
members recently through death or moves, and
celebrating them together will be healing.

A reminder to account for the time change
that occurs at 2 a.m. the night before the serv-
ice. If you forget, you'll arrive an hour early!

Giving More Than Thanks
Rev. Diana Davies
Sunday, November 16, 11 a.m.
Engaging with our larger community is

a key part of our UU faith. This includes par-
ticipating in social justice actions, volunteering,
and providing financial support to organiza-
tions doing good work in Taos and beyond. We
accomplish this last goal through our Charitable
Giving program. This Sunday, we’ll highlight
some of the organizations that currently
partner with UCOT in providing critical services
to our neighbors.

Aspen Song Kids from Taos Pueblo
Sunday, November 30, 11 a.m.
Our 5th Sunday on November 30th will be
a performance of song, dance and drumming by
the Taos Pueblo group Aspen Song Kids (A.S.K.)
directed by Tarynce Hise. Since its founding in
2022, ASK. has performed at libraries, schools,

(over)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku06BiK0bWs

(Cont’d fromp. 1)

and tribal communities in New Mexico, the Pacific
Northwest and the Mid-West. The youth are all-
sensory artists and published a book The Sacred
Spiral (presented to nearly 400 tribes) honoring
their Taos Pueblo, Yakima and Nez Perce ancestry,
culture, language and traditions. For details of this
dynamic group see their website
aspensongkids.org

SHARING CIRCLES
What Is Your Spiritual Life / Path?
November 9, 11 a.m.

What is your spiritual life/path? Do you have a

practice, a path? A poem from many years ago,
adapted from the poet Patience Strong, illustrates
one possibility:

“If you stand very still in the heart of the woods,
you will hear many wonderful things — the snap of

a twig and the wind in the trees and the whirr of

invisible wings. If you stand very still in the turmoil

of life, and wait for the voice from within, you will
be led down the quiet pathways of wisdom and
peace in a world of chaos and din ... you will draw
from the silence the things that you need.

Where are you on a spectrum of centering
versus allowing the world to throw you off
balance?

Share with us your thoughts and your practice,

if you have one. If not, you can pass the mic and
learn from others.

Open Topic Sharing Circle
November 23, 11 a.m.

Passing a virtual “talking stick,” each person
can speak in turn, sharing whatever is in their
hearts or on their minds in the moment.

UCOT Women'’s Lunch
November 18, 12:00 p.m.
(Third Tuesday Monthly)
Martyr’s Restaurant
RSVP here

We will meet at Martyrs on Tuesday
November 18 at 12:00 p.m,, in their separate
meeting space at the rear of the property, to
enjoy a meal and conversation with UCOT
women members and their friends.

Join us as we enjoy delicious food and the
company of amazing women. RSVP by Monday,
November 17, to Diza Sauers.

UCOT Men's Group
November 19, 4:00 p.m.
(Third Wednesday Monthly)

The UCOT Men'’s Group will meet in person
on Wednesday, November 19, at 4 p.m. Contact
Chuck Fawns for this month’s location.

Uuu 101

Are you new to Unitarian Universalism
and/or the Unitarian Congregation of Taos?
Do you have questions about who we are as a
congregation and as a faith? Rev. Diana Davies
will offer a three-hour Saturday workshop
(Nov. 8, 10-1) that will cover the basic history,
theology, and principles of Unitarian Univer-
salism, as well as an overview of the history
of UCOT and ways you can get involved. A light
lunch is included. Priority will be given to those
who have joined within the past year (or since
the last UU 101 offering) or who are seriously
considering becoming a member of UCOT;
however, all are welcome, including long-time
members! An RSVP is required. Please contact
Be Scott by 11/3.

Medical Debt Relief Program

UCOT is again invited to join the community
in supporting the Medical Debt Relief Project this
fall. This effort raises money to help members of
our community by paying for their hospital bills.
We have participated in this worthy project since
it began in 2018.

You can make a tax-deductible contribution
to this project this fall by sending or giving a
check to Be Scott made out to the Unitarian
Congregation of Taos with “Medical Debt Relief”
in the memo section. She will forward your
donation to the Hospital, and someone who can’t
afford to pay his/her bill will be very grateful.


http://aspensongkids.org/
mailto:dizas65@gmail.com?subject=UCOT%20Women's%20Lunch
http://dizas65@gmail.com/
http://charles.fawns@gmail.com/
http://finaleyes@icloud.com/

UCOT Book Group
November 20, 10:30 a.m., SOMOS
(Third Thursday this month due to Thanksgiving)

Please note: due to the Thanksgiving holiday,
we will meet the third Thursday this month, on
November 20.

The UCOT Book Group is open to all readers
and their friends. Bring $1 to contribute to SOMOS,
which allows us to use their space.

Patriarchs beware! In November, we will be
reading and discussing In Search of the Lost
Feminine: Decoding the Myths That Radically
Reshaped Civilization (2006), by Craig S. Barnes.
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An astonishing treatise that rethinks the roots
of our society, In Search of the Lost Feminine
explains the mysterious disappearance of ancient
cultures in which women and the environment
were at the center, a loss that has dramatically
influenced 3,500 years of Western history. Delving
into the historical questions posed by the best
seller The Da Vinci Code, Craig Barnes traces the
archaeological and societal forces that shaped our
current culture of misogyny and glorification of
war, with surprising revelations at every turn.

Please join us for the conversation.

You can find the complete 2025 Book List
at the following link: 2025 Book List.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY
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LEADERSHIP

Community Connections
Don Zablosky

UCOT is making a focused effort to connect
with those in Taos and the surrounding
communities to let them know we are here, what
we provide, and how they can be part of this
growing congregation.

The reasons we have in common for why we
feel connected here start with acceptance and
support at a personal level. We each have more
individual reasons for being here. Odds are there
are others out there who want the same things
but we haven’t met yet.

We have UCOT business cards to hand out to
the curious and interested, car stickers, and a
UCOT banner for public activities. Taos News has
been helpful in announcing programming. Near-
future plans are to reach out to radio and social
service agencies to magnify our message. Our
UUTAOS.org website may be updated. Sara
Sautter has volunteered to consider this project.
We could also use someone who knows how to
manage our Facebook page. Who would wear
UCOT T-shirts or caps to get our name in front of
more people?

Be part of this effort by sharing your
thoughts and talents for this plan. Share your
previous nonprofit experience and consider your
connections to people in town who can help. And
join in the spirit of community by volunteering in
any way at any level. Catch me at UCOT or email
me: Don@DonZablosky.com.

Charitable Giving Committee
Amigos Bravos

We support Amigos Bravos because they are
working hard every day to protect our land and
water and to help to educate our citizens about
how to keep our natural resources from being
contaminated.

Recently they had a Taos County Forest and
watershed cleanup to collect garbage on FR-438
off Hwy 518. On August 15th they had their
annual midnight meadows restoration campout.
On Sept. 6th, they hosted an otter education day.



https://uutaos.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-UCOT-BOOK-GROUP-2025-Book-List.pdf
http://uutaos.org/
mailto:Don@DonZablosky.co
https://www.amigosbravos.org/

Treasurer’s Brief
Be Scott

From Jan. 1-Aug. 31, 2025, we received
$28,294 of the promised $39,000 in pledges. Also,
we received $4,432 of the budgeted $5,000 in plate
collections. In August, we paid the UUA annual
assessment. The amount paid ($2,609) covered
June 1, 2025-June 30, 2025, plus July 1, 2025-June
30, 2026. The latter dates represent the UUA’s
fiscal year. Another item in our budget where we
exceeded the projected expense was in the amount
we pay the Masons. Chuck Fawns and I reached an
agreement with them in May to increase the
amount we pay by $100/month in exchange for
expanded storage space, and the Board approved
the expense. Gratefully, the Masons have kept the
rent itself steady all these years. We now have
enough storage to comfortably keep handy all the
things we need for services and circles every week.
Despite this and the increase in the amount we
contribute to the UUA as full members, we were
still roughly $2,500 below budgeted projections
for expenses.

Thank you to those who have already paid,
and/or those who continue to send scheduled
payments toward, your pledges. If you're a new
member and have not yet pledged, let me know
how much you would feel comfortable donating to
support our work. If you can’t afford monetary
donations, we gladly accept donations of time and
talent! Give me a call and we can chat about it.

Also, if you think you’d like to handle the job
of treasurer, [ would be happy at the end of my
two-year term to hand that role off to someone
who is capable and willing. Call me and we can
chat about that, too.

UCOT Resources Available Upon Request

For an updated UCOT members & friends
directory or a copy of the Treasurer’s Report,
contact Be Scott. And if you'd be interested in
attending a Board meeting, members are always
welcome. Contact Julian Spalding for an agenda,
which includes the Zoom link.



mailto:finaleyes@icloud.com
http://julianspalding1@mac.com/

